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Testimony Opposing Comprehensive Plan Amendment 2014-I-B2 
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Hearing 13 January 2015 

Holmes Run Valley Citizen’s Association 
Clyde A. Miller 

 
This testimony opposing the plan amendment is given on behalf of the Holmes Run 
Valley Citizen’s Association.  The association has submitted a separate five-page 
written statement describing its opposition in detail. 
 
The plan amendment proposes an elementary school for the SE Quadrant at Bailey’s 
Crossroads.  But the site is NOT suitable for a school.  The Public School section of the 
Comprehensive Plan states that schools are to be located in aesthetically pleasing areas 
that are conducive to pedestrian traffic.  Commercial areas are to be avoided.  The 
proposed school location is on Columbia Pike, which is planned to be widened to six 
lanes.  It is surrounded on three sides by commercial uses, and it is not a safe destination 
for children walking to and from school.  The site meets none of the three 
Comprehensive Plan requirements.  It is not a suitable site. 
 
The site is not suitable in a second dimension.  As explained in our written comments, 
the small size of the site and its proximity both to the road and to its sister high rise 
apartment building raise concerns, among others, about fire safety and the security of 
students and staff. 
 
Finally, the site fails a third test.  Who among us would send their children to a high rise 
school shoehorned onto the curb of six-lane Columbia Pike with no usable green space 
in a busy commercial district when a more traditional site with green space was 
available?  Few to none of us would choose such a school for our children. 
 
Fortunately, a traditional site with green space is available.  On December 8, 
Superintendent Garza asked the Board of Supervisors to return the Willston School site 
to the School Board so it can be used for a new school.  The School Board AND the 
community have been asking for the Willston site for a number of years.  This time it 
took Supervisor Gross only 10 days to say NO to the request.  In a December 18 article, 
the Fairfax Times reported that Supervisor Gross prefers the school to be located on 
Columbia Pike.  The Willston site is reserved for her higher priority, a new $125M 
county office building, the East County Center. 
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Supervisor Gross stated in the Times interview that the Seven Corners task force 
recommended building the East County Center on the Willston site.  I disagree.  There 
is no basis for her claim as explained in the note to this testimony, which, in the interest 
of time, I will not read.   
 
The supervisor’s preference for a county office building appears to explain why, instead 
of building a new school on Willston two years ago, $20M was spent to convert an 
office building on Leesburg Pike into a school with undersized classrooms, no gym, no 
auditorium, and no green space 
 
There has been no consultation with the public in any of this.  The plan amendment was 
fast-tracked through the Planning Commission without a whisper of public outreach; 
there was no opportunity whatsoever for public review and comment.  And the School 
Board was NOT consulted.  The full Board did not learn of the school proposal until 
five days AFTER it was approved by the Planning Commission.  The School Board, of 
course, solely is responsible for selecting sites for our schools.  In the Times article, 
Supervisor Gross suggested that her Columbia Pike selection should trump the School 
Board’s request for Willston.  That, of course, would violate our rules for selecting 
school sites. 
 
The site is not suitable for a school.  It does not comply with basic Comprehensive Plan 
requirements, it presents significant and unnecessary safety and security risks, and few 
of us willingly would send our school children to such a place.  Holmes Run Valley 
Citizen’s Association respectfully requests that the Board of Supervisors NOT approve 
the plan amendment.  The association further asks that the following activities be 
accomplished prior to any further Board consideration of the site for a school: 
• That the School Board endorse the site, 
• That the School Board conduct the necessary public meetings to inform the 

community of its rationale and plan for using the site, and 
• That residents are allowed sufficient time to review that proposal and resolve any 

concerns with the School Board. 
 
Please do NOT approve the plan amendment.  Please do affirm the community’s resolve 
to find suitable sites for our schools using a community-wide collaborative process 
based on the School Board’s authority. 


